Hadlow Down Village Magazine January 2024

Hi Everyone
Happy New Year and hope your festive season went well.

So what does 2024 bring, more despair around the world with war
and climate change seemingly at the front of everything we do.

But in Hadlow Down, the year ahead is a bright one, starting on
January 27th, with the Engage charity ‘Race Night’, book your
place and enjoy an evening of fun, food and good company.

The rest of the year, all the usual events ,including back in the
hall are the Drama club productions. Can’t wait to see plays, pan-
to’s and more FUN. The theme already for ‘24 has to be FUN.

Enjoy the read, Editor

Do you know where the Village Defibrillators
are located ?

There are two -

1. Outside the main entrance of the Village Hall, in

LIFE SAVING DEFIBRILLATOR Hut Lane

HEART RESTARTER

2. Attached to the outside wall of the pavilion on
the Playing Field, in School Lane

Directions on how to use them are on the front of

each cabinet.

The Parish Magazine is produces for the Hadlow Down community, and is supported by

advertisers and the Parish Council. The magazine is distributed to 325 homes, within the parish
boundary, free of charge.

Editor — Peter Smyth, email address — smyth394@gmail.com Tel. 018235 830009
Deadline — the 18th of the month

Head of distribution — Barbara Ball 01825 830231 Advertising— magadverts@hotmail.co.uk
Treasurer—Sandra Richards 01825 733848
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RICHARD GREEN

FUNERAL SERVICE

The only truly independent.
fanuly owned & run Funeral Director
& Memonal Masons in Uckfield and Lewes

We can arrange any funeral
to vour specific requirements

Private Chapel of Rest
at both Uckfield & Lewes

Pre-paid Funeral Plans available

125 High Street. Uckfield. TN22 IRN
01825 760601 (24hrs)
uckfield @rgreenfs.co.uk
www.rgreenfs.co.uk

Also at: 170 High Street. Lewes. BN7 1YE
01273 488121 lewes@rgreenfs.co.uk

Contact Sandra 01825 733848

Jason Pooley Y

g
= 7
Wilderness Lane - Hadlow Down &z =
L
TN22 4H) A\

Fencing, Garden & Woodland
Maintenance

Excellent Local References Available
Mobile: 07834 868698

Little Cottage — Wilderness Lane - Hadlow Down TN22 4HX

ST. MARK'S COE PRIMARY SCHOOL

A WARM VILLAGE SCHOOL CLOSE TO UCKFIELD,
CROWBOROUGH AND HEATHFIELD

SCHOOL LANE, HADLOW DOWN, UCKFIELD, TN22 4HY

Book a school tour at your convenience contact:
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/ Bouquets

Funeral tributes
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ALL AT COMPETITIVE PRICES
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| . Five Ashes, Nr Mayfield, TN20 6JL
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Lindsey’s Recipe — FRESH GINGER,
PARSNIP AND ORANGE SOUP

Ingredients : -

11b/500gr parsnips, peeled and chopped

2 medium onions, peeled and chopped

1in/2.5cm piece fresh root ginger, peeled and chopped
3tbsp oil ( sunflower)

10z/25¢gr butter

Grated rind and juice of 2 oranges

1 1/2pt/1L chicken or vegetable stock

salt and freshly ground black pepper.

Method :-

Heat oil and butter together in pan.

Add onions and sauté for a few minutes until they are soft and transparent.

Add parsnips and ginger and cook for a further 5 minutes.

Add grated orange rind and the stock.

Bring to simmering point, half-cover the pan and simmer for 35-40 minutes.

Allow to cool a little then liquidise.

For a really velvety smooth soup pour through a sieve into a clean pan.

Stir in the orange juice and season.

Reheat to serve, and serve with tiny croutons and chopped parsley sprinkled on top.
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(aemens Cleaning Services

We are  small local business who provide
a reliable, friendly and professrgnul '
cleaning service, with no job being to big

or too small.

We can offer:
*Domestic regular or one off cleans

*Commercial cleaning

*After Tenancy Clean

*Holiday Lets

*|roning
carmenscleaning@hotmail.co.uk

01825 831989 07787332585

= Ys still valid, pop into

}Newm n, Newman House,
rningham Road, Crowborough.
Today

port Photos

We take the photo for you
no booth to worry about,
a simple process that takes

just minutes. Ideal for Babies
Children, Blue Badge holders,
College, School, Club I.D.

Driving License, Passports,
Visa’s and more.

Digital or Photo format available
from Just

£10.00

722, NEWMAN

Work a better way

01892 668834

*After party cleaning/or during party help.

Al FOR YOUR EVERYDAY o
HOME & GARDEN HELP

CRB/DBS (128 Fully Insured
Checked oo R

7496 048026

DWAYNE - 0

FRIENDLY, AFFORDABLE, HELPER / HANDYMAN
Landline: 01435 812059
5 homeandgarden123@outiook.com

O

HOLISTIC
WELLBEING
HUB

Reiki Master,
Crystal Healing,
Meditation,
Vv Healing Circles,
[ . Advanced EFT &
with Jan Matrix Reimprinting,
Hiscock Tarot Guidance,
Sound Healing with
Gongs and
Drumming

Online and
in person
www.janhiscock.co.uk

Your Village magazine and Community Viewpoint




Hadlow Down Village Magazine January 2024

$t. Marhs School News

Welcome to the final edition of the St Mark's Newsletter for 2023. It has
been Christmas fever this fortnight with two stunning performances of
the Noisy Nativity from our EYFS and KS1 children; an amazing Christ-
mas lunch cooked by our amazing Tracey (roast potatoes were particu-
larly stunning!); Christmas hat competitions; a travelling pantomime per-
formance which was nearly as noisy as the nativity and lots of rehears-
als for our Christingle service on Friday.

Thanks for the Friends decorating the hall and making it so special for
the Christmas lunch. Thanks to Anna Holt for the wreathes and foliage
decorations (and Freya) and to Wilderness Woods for the tree!

What the classes are doing

Egglets—his fortnight Egglets have been performing in the most
amazing Nativity! We are so proud of all of them for their brave efforts
and they looked like superstars! . We have been studying the story
'Stick Man' by Julia Donaldson, doing some drama and writing. Fol-
lowed by making our own stick people! We enjoyed rolling and mak-
ing Christmas biscuits and we baked the dough for us so we could
take some home. We are busy decorating Egglet classroom for fes-
tive fun!

Caterpillars—Another busy busy busy time in our Caterpillar class! We have completed some very
tricky Maths quizzes and tried our hardest to show off to Mr Luck-
hurst about how much we could remember! We have also been writ- &
ing some information texts about the seasons and this week were
looking at Spring and Summer - next week we will be publishing
these! In Computing, we were learning how to use the mouse and
the trackpad on the laptops to create some stunning art in

Cocoons -The children enjoyed a wonderful lunch as a whole
school today, dressed in their very own designer hats! They shared
their decorations so freely and helped each other with trickier parts.
To support the children with their understanding of the Trinity, in par-
ticular, The Holy Spirit, Father Pete kindly talked to Cocoons today in

Red Admirals—Red Admirals have been learning about the im-
portance of Coral Reefs in Geography - particularly the Great Barrier |
Reef in Australia. We have been looking
MW" at properties of materials in science and
| this week looked at the hardness of ma-
ol terials. We carried out an investigation
making hypothesis, collecting data and
then analysing the data we collected to be able to conclude and compare
different materials hardness. In English, we learnt about the difference be-
tween informal and formal language in the context of letter writing. We put
| this knowledge to use by writing an informal letter from Lady Macbeth to
Macbeth, so using our knowledge gleaned from the in-depth study of Mac-
beth in VIPERS. We also sang at the TN22 Club at the Village hall helping
bring Christmas cheer to the elderly in our
'\ | community.
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Paul James
Building Services

Canters End Farm
Main Road - Hadlow Down
01825 830027 mob: 07973 317844
pauljamesbuilding@hotmail.co.uk

All Building Work Undertaken
Extensions - Renovations - Conversions
Paths — Patios - Hard Landscaping
Roofing Repairs from 1 Tile
To a Complete Roof
Rebedding Ridges & Hips
Drives — Garages - Concrete Bases
All Drainage from Repairs
To a New Treatment Plant
A Local Family Run Business
Established 1982.
Over 40 years experience

Your local builders

‘ Waﬁw

Carpets, Upholstery, Curtains & Oriental Rugs
(Wet and Dry Cleaning Systems)

Stain Removal & Protection

Stone, Wood, Tiled & Resilient Floor Cleaning
Leather Upholstery Cleaning

CALL 07889 179200
For a No Obligation Quote

Www.mrcleaninteriors.co.uk

\4
SERVICE
PROVIDER

Electrical '
Services ‘

TRADING STANDARDS APPROVED CONTRACTOR
Over 18 years experience

* For all your electrical requirements large or small
* House rewiring with full certification

* Inspection & testing * No call-out charge
* Discounted rates for senior citizens
* Work guaranteed & insured * Neat & tidy service

Qualified to BS 767 1:2008 Edition of the I.E.E. Wiring Regulations
PHONE NOW FOR A FREE QUOTATION

Tel: 01825 765889 Mob: 07860 229151
www.srelectricalservices.co.uk

Part P Registered Member

THE PARISH OF BUXTED & HADLOW DOWN
IS LOOKING FOR A
TREASURER

This is a volunteer position which would entail working
with our bookkeeper and attending a one hour, bi-monthly,
meeting in St. Mary's Church Hall, Buxted. For more
information please contact

MRS. M SCOTT - CHURCH WARDEN
ON
01825 732038
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Hadlow Down Book Club Christmas
Ouiz with Heather Mines

1. Which novel was published first and who wrote each one? 1984 or Brave New World?

2. What passage of time does Virginia Woolf’s ‘Mrs Dalloway’ span? A year? A month? A day?
3. What is the name of Brunetti’s wife in Donna Leon’s Venice novels?

4, Who is the youngest of the March sisters in Louisa May Alcott’s ‘Little Women’?
5. Why were Colonels Francis Hacker and William Goffe on the run in Robert Harris’s ‘Act of Oblivion’?

6. For which novel did Elizabeth Strout win the Pulitzer Prize? ‘My Name is Lucy Barton’ or 'Olive  Kitteridge’?
7. Who was the first black woman to win the Nobel Prize for literature in 19937

8. Which town was Kiran Hargrave’s ‘The Dance Tree’ set in?
9. Who wrote ‘The Man Who Died Twice’?

10. What are the black butterflies’ in the novel by Priscilla Morris?
11. Who shared the Booker Prize in 2019?

12. Which children’s author and poet released ‘Many Kinds of Love’ about his experience of covid19 in 20217?
13. What did John Bellman go in search of in Carys West’s novel ‘West’?

14. What sort of building was ‘The Scriptorium’ in Pip Williams’s ‘The Dictionary of Lost Words’?
15. Who wrote ‘The Hitchhiker’s Guide to the Galaxy’?

16. What is the name of the ship in Robert Louis Stevenson’s ‘Treasure Island’?
17. Who wrote the 1950 novel ‘A Town Like Alice’?
18. Great Aunt Ada Doom is a character in which novel?
19. Who wrote ‘The Girl on the Train’?
20. Where was Emily Bronte’s “Wuthering Heights’ set?  21. NAME THE AUTHORS BELOW

TN
PN
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THE PET
FOOD SHOP

Quality Food & Accessories for
Your Furry Little Friends

Great Value & High Quality Own Brand Pet Food

Loyalty Card for Added Value! Ask us about our
Points System!

Wide Range of Frozen Products
Good Range of Pet Beds

Bums - Skinners - Natural Instinct - Fish4Dogs
Natures Menu - James WellBeloved
Plus Many More!

1 Many Varieties of
Wild Bird Food & Feeders

Tel:01435 864652
Email: petfoodshopheathfield@gmail.com ON-LINE
www _petfoodshopheathfield.co.uk S H 0 P

Stabon;:pgralo:gc)hw;ismlﬁeld TN21 8LG N OW

Rwwarymesl OPEN

www_petfoodshopheathfieid.co.uk

@ @ThePetFoodShopHeathfield

Kent and Sussex
IT Services

01825 830881 07899 955289

Support, Advice & Tuition for computers,
gadgets & technology

Small Businesses & Home Users
Networking, Repairs, Upgrades, Back-Up
& Data Recovery

PC health check, security, virus removal.

enquiries@kands-it.co.uk

www.kands-it.co.uk

Five Chimneys Eggs LLP

Part of the Osborn Group

O Five Chimneys Farm,
/ Hadlow Down TN22 4DU

01825 732617

Fresh Free Range Eggs

Delivery available for bulk orders

Callin at the farm - many offers
in the egg shed!

www.sussexfreerangeeggs.co.uk

( | FoLLOW Us g’é
ON FACEBOOK &
Y "’(l 3

Colour adverts -

Still available space on the In-
side Back Cover of the

Magazine.
INTERESTED—Contact

Sandra on 01825 733848

GRAHAM LONG
Professional Molecatcher

* Fully Insured * Domestic & Agricultural «

07795 226296 - Daytime

01435 865370 - Evening
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Ken Mines— January p&w Tips fon
rotectmg

[ ] (]

Gardening Tips Ysurr Plants
From Frost

Flowers Sow sweet peas. Those sown earlier in the autumn can be potted on

and placed where they will get plenty of light. Plant lily bulbs during mild spells.

Buy summer bulbs. Cut off old hellebore leaves. Cut away Iris unguicularis leaves to expose the flowers.

Start cutting back grasses and other perennials left for winter interest or leave a few more months as cover for wild-

life. During mild dry spells, you can still lift and divide herbaceous perennials.

Prune apple and pear trees while the leaves are off the trees.

Take off about 10-20% of the overall canopy. Work round the tree evenly.

Note. The more you prune, the stronger the regrowth. If you have pruned too hard, your tree is likely to produce

vigorous upright branches, which crowd the crown. However, any growing in a convenient place can be pruned by

about a third to encourage branching. Otherwise remove to their point of origin.

Aim to take out some of the old wood each winter to stimulate new growth. Most of the fruiting wood should be

quite young — one to four years old wood fruits best. Aim to keep the centre open.

Avoid a ‘hair cut’. If you only prune the top branches, all the new growth will shoot up from there producing a thicket

of non-fruiting shoots. It's a thinning out process, selectively removing or shortening a branch here and there. Fo-

cus on areas where the growth seems more crowded.

Avoid very big and very little pruning cuts. Even with very old trees, resist the temptation to prune off large limbs —

these are a risk of decay. Generally, avoid cutting into branches more than 10-12cm (4-5in) in diameter. Avoid

leaving a stub. Most pruning cuts will be branches between 1-5cm (1/2-2in). A fully pruned tree might only need 10-

20 pruning cuts in total. Don’t use a pruning paint on apple or pear trees, but may be used on plums or cherries.

Vegetables

Regularly harvest outer leaves of lettuce, chard, spinach and kale to provide a steady supply of food and to allow

strong new growth of the central leaves.

Buy seed potatoes and onion sets.

In the temperatures we’re now having, chervil and claytonia (Miners’ lettuce) continue to grow outside. These can

be harvested over Christmas with more to come.

Traditionally green manures have been used over winter to add manure to the soil. Alternatlvely cover the soil with

compost or woodchip; the soil is covered, but not & S s PTRAS

growing any leaves which harbour slugs. Also it's , '

very quick to sow or transplant in March in soil which

is perfect for new seedlings.

After rhubarb leaves have died back cut them off to

expose the growing points for winter cold.

Wildlife Help birds in winter by placing fat blocks in

wire cages, peanuts, and seeds. Thrushes and black- |

birds favour fruit, so scatter over-ripe apples, raisins

and songbird mixes on the ground. Rats can be a

problem. Try moving feeding stations around the gar-

den, if possible, to reduce a build-up of spilt food and

only put out enough that is likely to be eaten quickly.

You could think of planting berrying and fruiting trees *

and shrubs. Leave a shallow dish of water at ground

level — check it's not frozen during frosty weather. Leave healthy herbaceous and hollow stemmed plants unpruned

until early spring to provide homes for overwintering insects. Make a hole in the ice on ponds to allow wildlife to

drink. Don’t hit or crack the ice as this can send shockwaves through the water that harms fish and other wildlife. A

ball floated on the water will keep it open.

General maintenance Rake up any winter debris and leaves of the borders. Clear up weedy beds ready for mulch-
ing in the spring. Raise containers onto feet or bricks if not already done so to prevent them sitting in the wet.
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Parking around the Village Hall

As you are aware, parking for the Village Hall is very limited and the Village Hall Committee
have been made aware that a number of vehicles have started to park around the Hall when
they are not actual users of the Hall. The Hall is a village asset and is dependent on the in-
come it receives from its regular hirers and they, in turn, rely on the ability to park their vehicles
adjacent to the Hall — this is particularly true of the TN22 Clubs who are catering for the elderly
and disabled. Therefore, the Village Hall Committee strongly request that the parking around
the Hall is kept clear for users of the Hall only and ask other vehicle owners to park elsewhere.

Hadlow Down Community Association

The Community Association supports the voluntary groups in
the village, your village, our village. Those groups—the Playing
Field, the Fayre Committee, the Village Hall, the Community
Centre project and the Church all need our support.

Come along to their AGM on
Friday Feb. 23rd 2024 @ 7.30pm
In the Village Hall

And hear what they say and the help
they need.

Light refreshments and a glass of
wine provided
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View from the Rectory
Window— January 2024

Happy New Year Dear Friends and Neighbours,

| do hope that you had a wonderful Christmas with your families and are not suffering too many
after effects from your celebrations. Beginning a new year is inevitably bound to making resolu-
tions about our lives. Allow me to make a plug for you to consider an increased engagement in
your local parish church this year.

We are still feeling the effects of Covid. Regrettably our attendance and giving has not bounced
back to pre-covid levels. Additionally, as we are all aware, energy costs as well as other parish
expenses have risen considerably in this past year. In response to these we have cut costs
where appropriate, most notably being very disciplined about our heating levels.

In the midst of this all, your parish churches have been busy. Each of our churches continues to
bring praise to God on at least a weekly basis. We have had a growing Sunday School program
and youth server program. We continue to be the place where our community gathers for im-
portant events, as we saw with the Queen’s Funeral, the Coronation and our Remembrance
Sunday Services. Your parish churches are also the place where your family has the opportuni-
ty to gather on important occasions such as weddings, baptisms, and funerals.

Outside of the doors of the church, your local church also takes an active role in our community.
Our work with the parish schools with weekly assemblies, providing a venue and musical sup-
port for special services, providing governance, and much more. We partner with local groups
to enrich their experience. And through the support we receive, we are able in turn to be gener-
ous to people in need in the parish, and abroad.

As you consider your year ahead, can | ask you to consider increasing your engagement and
support for your local parish church? We would love to have you join us for worship, or support
our work through volunteering with the substantial work of upkeep our churches and church-
yards require. We would also be grateful if you would consider supporting our churches finan-
cially on a regular basis. Your support will help secure the future of our churches so we can
continue to serve our community for years to come.

God Bless you in this New Year. | have included a prayer below which you may want to use as
we enter 2024.

CPM+

O IMMORTAL Lord God, who inhabitants eternity, and hast brought thy servants to the begin-
ning of another year: Pardon, we humbly beseech thee, our transgressions in the past, bless to
us this New Year, and graciously abide with us all the days of our life; through Jesus Christ our
Lord. Amen+
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$t. Mark’s Church News
January 2024

Well, we continue to battle on at St. Mark’s. Some Sundays it feels very
h much as Jesus said, ‘Where two or three are gathered together, there am |
4 in the midst’.

Recently there were only a few people there, so the Matins Service was
held in the Lady Chapel. It was a said service, and | suppose a relief for
§ the people who say they cannot sing! Having said that the singing always
seems alright to me as | sit playing the piano!

The school has been making such good use of the Church building in the
past few weeks. The Nativity services — titled ‘Noisy Nat|V|ty from Egglets and Caterplllars were de-
lightful and great fun. God must be looking down and rejoicing that His House is used in this way.

In the churchyard our new gardener continues to keep the place tidy, and our thanks also go to Denzil
for cutting the hedges. It won'’t be long now before we start to look for the first snowdrops to appear!

By the time you all read this, we will have held the annual Crib Service, which will probably be very well
attended, with children and parents gathering shoulder to shoulder to see the donkey. The children
always hope that Hosanna will forget that she’s not in her stable and leave an ‘offering’ on the church
floor!

We have some excellent children taking part in the procession, reminding all of us of Jesus’, Mary, and
Joseph’s journey to Bethlehem. It’s a timely reminder of what Christmas is all about, and not just about
presents, decorations and pop music.

Finally, there’s a service on Christmas Day at 9.00 am, singing all the carols that we love to sing on
that morning. ‘Yea Lord we great Thee, born this happy morning’, amongst others.

As ever we hope to see you all at our services. The heat on, so it's warm in the Church and you will be
most welcome.

God bless you all,

Valerie Banks -Deputy Church Warden

Services at St Mark’s in January

Sunday, 7" January - Matins, 9.00 am
Sunday, 14", 21%' and 28" January -
— Parish Communion 9.00 am
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Answers to Book Club Christmas Quiz

1 ‘Brave New World’ List of Authors
2. 24 hours Top row, left to right
3. Paola
4. Amy Curtis March Anne Tyler
5. They had signed the Death Warrant Graham Greene
of King Charles | Martin Amis
6. Olive Ketteridge Jackie Kay
7. Toni Morrison Wilkie Collins
8. Strasbourg Bernadine Evaristo

9. Richard Osman

10. Burned pages from library books

11. Margaret Attwood and Bernadine Evaristo
12. Michael Rosen.

13. Living dinosaurs

Bottom Row , left to right
Margaret Atwood
Jeffrey Eugenides

14. A garden shed Robert Harris
15. Douglas Adams Dorothy L Sayers
16. The Hispaniola William Boyd
17. Nevil Shute George Eliot

18. Cold Comfort Farm by Stella Gibbons
19. Paula Hawkins
20. Yorkshire Moors

The Mayfield Trust exists specifically to

m give grants of money to individuals or fami-
LW lies, to residents in Mayfield, Five Ashes or
THE Hadlow Down, who find themselves facing
MAYFIELD financial difficulty.
TRUST Although we do not make detailed

enquires into financial circumstances, we

do try to ensure that we direct our grants to
those on a very limited budget and in most need. If you think
you might qualify for a grant, or if you know of someone else in
the village in this situation, do please contact me (Penny) on
830006.

Your Village magazine and Community Viewpoint




Hadlow Down Village Magazine January 2024

o

the BESPOKE CARE compan

providing care = enabling independence

LIVE IN CARE

We are a family owned and run business based in
Tunbridge Wells, with many years experience in the
care sector.

We provide clients with one to one live in care,
support and companionship enabling them to
maintain their independence and remain in the
comfort and security of their own home.

For more information about our services, please
contact us on:
01892 518400
www.bespokecarecompany.co.uk

Buxted Osteopathic Practice e Tel 01892 611811
Chesworth House //ﬁ '1‘6 ster &J one S >~ (24 hours)

Pound Green 75 Your local independent funeral service
Buxted TN22 4JW .

Diane P. Chrismas D.O. “You were such a comfort
Registered Osteopath to us when we needed it.”
Tel: 01825 733766 - Mobile: 07971 083994
Rupert Thacker ,
. When someone dies there must be time to grieve and reflect on
Restoration & Conservation of Antique Furniture the life we've lost, yet there is so much to organise. We are a local,
Repairs & Polishing — Antiques & Modern Furniture independent, personal funeral service. Phone us 24 hours a day.

Suppliers of Quality Furniture — Estimates Free
The Old Barn Workshops
Flitteridge Farm,

Daleham Lane

Fletching, Uckfield TN22 3TQ

» Memorial Masons Golden C

Funeral Plans

* 24 hour service

Workshop 01825 713111 | ARG LI RTHEEIRENH
Mobile 07950035044 * Bereavement Support Group London Road, Crowborough
» Member of The National East Sussex, TN6 2TT
Email : sales@rupert-thacker.com Web : www.rupert-thacker.com Society of Allied & information@testerandjones.co.uk
Independent Funeral Directors | wwwi.testerandjones.co.uk

P ———
Checekatrade.com
¥Yhers reouiats FiET

LOCKSMITHS C

For All Your Security Neaeds

& 24hr Locksmith Service B uPVC Door & Window Lock
- - _ Specialists

@ No Call Out Charge

_ ) _ . =g Garage Door & Lock Repairs

@ Domestic & Commercial

=g Lock Fitting (# . , , =& On Site Key Cutting (We come to you
b _ g (Insurance Approved -

Crowborough 24 Hour L-"i'kﬂ(‘ld
01892 800180 07759 800694 01 an !2__1 |2!092

- S g » .(- r »
.L,dh,?h“U““ www. keymarklocksmiths.com -':,--]l'r e (.- O
01 Li—)ki 7()()()()1 Email: danny@ keymarklodcamiths com 01 4”5“) {56{"4 )3
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ENGAge Reminiscing with the TN22 Clubs
\.\v \'\» : F_T e Ef;'z‘ &é./ i

Christmas at the TN22 CLUBS—Great time had by all.
Puppets , dancing and Christmas Pudding

And the TN22 clubs had a
Christ-
mas

« lree dis-
g played
at the
Holy
Cross
Tree fes- B4 &
tival.
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Wilderness Wood Monthly News

The Hatch and Home Team take our annual ‘hibernation’ during January, so the woods will be quieter
than usual; other than the occasional day of forestry work where the chainsaws will be whirring.

Hadlow Downians are very welcome to walk in the wood over this time — if you are bringing friends and
family, we ask that you make a cash contribution in the honesty box on The Hatch. Please pay attention to
signs and any warning tape steering you clear of the above mentioned forestry!

We look forward to seeing you back on The Hatch from 30™ January, when the days start lengthening —
the meantime, Happy New Year!

Kate and the Wilderness Wood team x

Welcome You

Warni N MI’,L ‘

’} Lhzw ’ ay adwiss 1('1‘:_ -

/ www free, b

ol
‘«}.u )
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An Exciting 2024 for the Hadlow
Down Drama and Variety Club

The HDDVC has worked hard this year to offer a range of events and to grow its membership
again. We are very excited to announce that we will be performing two one act plays on April
19th and 20th, 2024, which will be produced by Janet. The plays are written by Peter Quilter, a
playwright we thoroughly enjoyed using when we put on the play 'Curtain Up'. The evening will
run as follows: the first play followed by a light buffet, and then the second play. We also hope to
involve some musicians to perform some songs related to the plays after each one finish-

es, giving a cabaret feel to the evening..

The plays are taken from Quilter's 'Duets' and each play involves one man and one woman. The
first play, 'Blind Date', involves a couple that are on a blind date, as the title suggests, and hoping
to get it right this time, they never have before. The second play, 'The Bride-to-Be', is about a
woman marrying for the third time, to the dismay of her brother, amidst a barrage of bad omens
and wedding dress malfunctions. There are some very amusing moments in both plays.

Although a small cast, there will be many other roles that members can take on and we will keep
offering a monthly social evening, with activities, alongside play rehearsals.

We have decided to hold auditions for the parts, which will be held individually to avoid the em-
barrassment of trying for parts in front of a huge audience, because, as we know, characterisa-
tion develops as rehearsals take place. The auditions will take place on the 15th January,
2024, at 7.30pm in the Hadlow Down Village Hall, and it would be helpful if you could notify Ellis
of your intention to audition..We are notifying members first of this opportunity but will be publish-
ing the audition date via facebook, the village magazine and will be inviting other local dra-

ma groups to link with us for this production, as they do with us,and hope this will be a really in-
clusive opportunity.You do not need to be a member of HDDVC to audition for the plays, so
please spread the word.

There is a real desire for plays to resume in the village, and we hope this will be the start of many
more productions and pantos 'Oh, yes, we do!!".

We hope you will consider auditioning for one of the parts; do let us know if you would like further
information on claire.rivers61@gmail.com or 07506889724

We look forward to seeing you all soon,
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DRAFT MINUTES OF THE MEETING of Hadlow Down Parish Council
Held in Hadlow Down Village Hall, Hadlow Down

at 7pm on Tuesday 5th December 2023

Present: Councillors: Michael Lunn (ML) Chair (+WDC), Peter Weston (PW) Vice Chair, Ben Floyd (BF), David Munday (DM) and
Damon Wellman (DW).

In attendance: Vicki Rutt (Clerk), Clir. Bob Standley (ESCC) and 11 members of the public.

ML started the meeting by explaining as this was the last PC meeting before Christmas to wish to all residents of the Parish a
very Merry Christmas and safe festive period for December.

198.

199.
200.

201.

202.

203.

204.

PUBLIC QUESTIONS

A resident stated that there are some trees down in Brick Kiln Lane and Spring Lane. They also explained that there
has been a loose pack of dogs that have been spotted in the fields in the area. The same resident has been liaising
with Wealden District Council [WDC] about an abandoned touring caravan which has been dumped by a third party,
it is subject to a separate investigation and the landowner is trying to get its removal. Another resident asked who
to send his petition too on the A272 speeding issues, it was agreed to send to Clir Standley. A resident thanked the
PC for arranging for the drains to be cleared on the A272. She reported a narrow strip on the Toll (A272) that needs
some sort of warning signs as it is becoming dangerous. A resident raised the planning application at Broadreed
Farm and asked the Council to consider the number of large vehicles and whether the location was appropriate for
such vehicles.

APOLOGIES AND REASON FOR ABSENCE — None.

CO-OPTION OF TWO COUNCILLORS — ML reported that the Council have two Councillor vacancies and they have
two candidates. Both candidates introduced themselves of why they would like to become a Parish Councillor and
then a vote took place. Both candidates received unanimous votes so both candidates were co-opted.

19:13 Clir Alan Hobbs and ClIr Stephen Lester joined the meeting.
PCSO SUE CHOPPIN TO GIVE UPDATE ON LOCAL POLICING AND CURRENT ISSUES

ML welcomed PCSO Sue Choppin to the meeting and congratulated her on recently winning the ‘Emergency Service
Person of the Year’. PCSO Choppin introduced herself and explained the areas she covered. Regarding the recent
burglaries in the area, they are deemed a well organised gang and should not be approached. If you see anything
suspicious, please call 999 or email PCSO Choppin in a non emergency. Please can all residents be aware that there
are a lot of scams happening at this time of year so be mindful. The question was asked what can be done about
drones flying over your house, PCSO Choppin stated that not a lot can be done. DW stated that he too had seen this
loose pack of dogs, and it was frightening, PCSO Choppin confirmed that it would be a Police matter and it is worth
contacting the Rural Crime Team who could attend the site and speak to the dog owner as they are known. Speed-
ing in the village was discussed and PCSO Choppin sent an email earlier to ML from an Officer at Sussex Safer Roads
who had review the data received from the two SIDs. He stated ‘The data shows that out of 35 counts % of that val-
ue is over the speed limit using be 85th percentile 23% is above the limit, this would require enforcement, after
speaking to the traffic manager, we have opted to put this through our triage board at the next meeting for this to
be discussed and action plan formulated to justify enforcement. The next meeting takes place in December and | will
feedback to the council what action will be taken.’

DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST — 205i/b Tulleys Farm, ML declared a pecuniary interest and BF a personal interest. Item
212/5, DM declared a pecuniary interest.

MINUTES OF THE MEETINGS held on the 7" November 2023 and 14" November 2023 were agreed and signed as a true
record (previously circulated).

OUTSTANDING ACTIONS FROM PREVIOUS MEETINGS:

i. Action Log 2023 Clerk reported from the action log which is available on the village website.

ii. Clerks report This was noted (previously circulated).
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PLANNING:

206.

207.

i. PLANNING APPLICATIONS:

a. WD/2023/2127/F for LITTLE BROADREED FARM, DOG KENNEL LANE, HADLOW DOWN, TN22 4EL
Proposed external alterations and change of use to existing commercial building and external car parking area to allow
the storage and servicing of executive vehicles.

The PC voted: 5 against and 2 abstained. Objection is due to the traffic impact and traffic movements, traffic impacts
the Ashdown Forest, the environmental impact regarding use of cleaning materials and the site being an AONB.
b. WD/2023/7039 for LAND FORMING PART OF TULLEYS FARM, FIVE CHIMNEYS LANE, HADLOW DOWN, TN22 4DX
Agricultural building for the storage of machinery and hay.
ML did not take part in this discussion. BF could join the debate but was unable to vote.
The PC voted: 3 objected and 2 abstained. Reasons are due to the development being potentially harmful to the visual
amenities of the AONB contrary to Saved Policy EN6 of Wealden Local Plan 1998 and paragraph 176 of the National
Planning Policy Framework 2021. The mass and scale are also not appropriate, and the visual impact is excessive.
c. WD/2023/1796/F for WILDERNESS COTTAGE, 1 WILDERNESS LANE, HADLOW DOWN, TN22 4HX
Replacement shed. Change of use from garden storage to dog grooming area.
The PC voted: 4 against and 3 abstained. Objection is due to parking issues, access and over commercialism of a
small garden.
ii. APPROVED APPLICATIONS
WD/2023/2184/LBR for CLAYLANDS, STONEHURST LANE, HADLOW DOWN, TN22 4ED.

Additional works associated with the full re-roofing of this listed property (granted listed building consent
wd/2021/2063/1b) comprising structural repairs to the existing roof structure, chimney repointing, replacement case-
ment windows within existing dormers, insulation to lofts, copper pipe lagging along with consent sought retrospective-
ly for the installation of 2no.velux rooflight windows and their proposed replacement with more sympathetic conserva-
tion style rooflight windows.

WD/2023/2173/F for COLES FARM, WILDERNESS LANE, HADLOW DOWN, TN22 5HS

Conversion of the existing barn to create a dwelling, curtilage, parking and wider landscaping and ecological enhance-
ments.

iii. Enforcement updates

ML stated that the PC has received a number of updates. It was agreed that the Clerk would keep an enforcement log
to be referred to when needed. Action 1. ML updated that as earlier stated in public questions, the caravan at Wander
Down, Stonehurst Lane is being investigated and it was not placed there with permission from the landowner and its
removal is being actioned. PW updated that the body of water at Fishpond wood was looked into, but the matter has
now been closed as no further action. The enforcement appeal at Drakes Den has stalled and they are awaiting a visit
from an Inspector. It was agreed that this will be responded to stating how concerned HDPC are on this matter and the
delay in any action. Action 2.

REPORTS FROM CLLR.BOB STANDLEY, ESCC & CLLR MICHAEL LUNN, WDC - written reports had been submitted

and are published on the village website.

Clir Standley reported that it is unlikely that the A272 speed signage petition will be ready for the February ESCC
meeting but to get it to him ASAP. He confirmed that ESH did come out to look at the concrete in the drain at School
Lane but the wrong drain was looked at. BF raised this drain and asked who owns it and who is responsible as it can’t
be the landowner. ClIr Standley will looked into this. Action 3.

The dangerous pothole on the main road near the Mayfield Flat was discussed, Clerk to report again. Action 4.

Cllr Lunn as WDC District Councillor reported that the recycling bins at Wilderness Wood have been removed despite
opposition and no consultation with PC or residents. Standing Orders dropped.

Resident asked if the land is being reinstated, ML will ask about this. Action 5. He explained that the Local Plan is devel-
oping, and he is receiving regular briefings. It is proposed to be presented to Full Council on gt February. Standing or-
ders reinstated.

HIGHWAYS:

i. Blocked drains update — this is.an ongoing issue and will remain on agenda so can be monitored.

ii. Response from ESH re SLR village report — Councillors had received the comments from ESH following a lengthy re-
port send with numerous issues around the village. Some has been repaired, some have not, and some have been
deemed as satisfactory but the repair has been incredibly poor. The Clerk will chase these items. Action 6.

iii. Response from East Sussex re speed issues — No response yet from ESCC. Carry forward.

iv. Discussion regarding SID licence contract — PW explained the change of warranty for one SID and the maintenance
contract for the SID is now a 3 year contract at £234.53. All ClIrs agreed for the 3-year Silver contract.
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COMMUNITY CENTRE ADVISORY COMMITTEE

200.

210.

211.

212,

213.

214,

215.

216.
217.

i. Note draft minutes from the Committee held on the 21st November 2023 — the minutes were noted.

ii. Ratify decision to add Mr Brian Mills onto Committee membership — approved.

iii. Ratify agreement via email to arrange a stakeholder meeting in December — approved.

iv. Approve Mr Mike Barber [project architect] being invited as guest speaker for the next Advisory Committee— ap-
proved.

TREE SURVEY QUOTES - The Clerk had circulated the quotes prior to the meeting. Two quotes were received, and all
Councillors agreed to proceed with contactor B at £380 + VAT. Clerk to commission the tree survey. Action 7.

MAINTENANCE CONTRACT TENDERS
The Clerk had circulated the tender returns prior to the meeting. Despite going out to tender to several companies, only
two companies responded.
i. Play area contract — It was agreed to go with contactor C at £840 + VAT per annum.
ii. Burial ground contract — It was agreed to go with contactor C at £916 + VAT per annum.
As it is the same contractor for both the burial ground and play area, there will be 5% off the combined total.
iii. Verge contract — It was agreed to go with contractor A at £800 + VAT per annum.
Clerk to make the necessary notifications and finalise the paperwork. Action 8.
ANNUAL REVIEW OF GOVERNANCE DOCUMENTS
i. Standing Orders — this was reviewed and approved by all Councillors.

ii. Burial Ground regulations -— this was reviewed and approved by all Councillors.

iii. Freedom of Information publication scheme -— this was reviewed and approved by all Councillors.

iv. Risk Management policy -— this was reviewed and approved by all Councillors.

CORRESPONDENCE RECEIVED:
i. WDC Christmas Collection Dates for Rubbish and Recycling — the dates have been published on social media.
ii. Village Hall grant success — the hall has been successful in securing a grant which they will use for the heating
in the committee room, fire alarm system, potholes and improving ramps and railings in the hall.
iii. School Lane drainage works — this was undertaken the evening of Monday 4™ December 2023.
iv. WGOD reply to Councillor Partridge on WDC strategy — This working group was discussed and it was agreed that
HDPC should be involved and DW will make contact with them to ensure we receive updates.
v. Letter from HDCC and PFC re extant permission - Clerk confirmed that letters had been received from the Hadlow
Down Community Centre and Hadlow Down Playing Field Committee requesting permission for the works to be under-
taken in order to obtain extant planning permission. The Clerk recommended that due to this being linked to a report
regarding the need for obtaining legal advice that Clirs had received before the meeting, both the letters and report
should be discussed in a closed confidential session at the end of the meeting. The PC agreed to defer this item to the
end of the meeting and discuss in closed session.
REPORTS FROM COUNCILLORS (COUNCIL MATTERS AND OUTSIDE BODIES):
PW has circulated his speed report in advance. DW updated that he attended the eSALC conference, there was an inter-
esting planning consultant who presented and caravans came up. Highways were the main item and DW made contact
with the Contract Director of Balfour Beatty. Cllrs gave permission for DW to arrange a site visit with her so she can see
the issues first hand.
BURIAL GROUND:
i. Update on clearing the extension to the burial ground. This is ongoing, awaiting response from the Diocese.
CLERKS MATTERS:

i. Clerks hours November 2023 — The hours were agreed.

ii. Locum hours November 2023 - The hours were agreed and this was the final session. Words of thanks to be
sent to Samantha on behalf of all Councillors for stepping in at short notice as Locum and assisting the Council.
iii Ratify approval of the NALC pay agreement and 2 months back date payment - This was agreed.
iv. Discuss and agree 2024 meeting dates — These were agreed and will be published. Action 9.
v. Confirm sight and approval of Interim Internal Audit 2023/24 — This was noted and agreed. The Chair thanked the
Clerk for her efforts with regard to completing this and was a useful exercise to conduct various checks on governance
of finances and administration.

BF left the meeting at 20:44.
BANK RECONCILIATION - 25™ NOVEMBER 2023 TO BE SIGNED. PW and DM approved and signed.
OTHER FINANCE MATTERS:
i. Payments for ratification: DD payment to BT on 16th November for £351.74. Payment on 17th November to HMRC for
tax and NI for £226.54. These were noted and approved.
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ii. Duplicate payment to WDC for election fee £551.43, refunded on 27t Nov after bank rec. Clerk explained that an
invoice was paid via DD and also BACS. WDC refunded one amount but after the bank reconciliation date so
just to ensure Cllrs are aware of this amendment.
iii. Credit received for £30 on 3rd Nov for burial transfer. This was noted.
BF rejoined meeting 20:50
iv. Discussion re precept budget for 2023/24 — The Clerk explained that following the finance meeting on the
14™ November, nothing has changed but the need for the tender contract figures were needed to finalise. The Clerk
will update the figures and then send to Clirs so they can review and see if any savings can be made elsewhere. The
Clerk stated that any increases have been made due to inflation and does not think any other savings can be made
except with the grants, if required. It was agreed that Clirs would discuss any changes via email so the budget and
precept can be agreed at the January 2024 meeting. Action 10.

218. ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT (UT ref = Unity Trust Bank reference number) - DM and PW will authorise.
Samantha Weatherill consultancy fees - £128.19 (UT ref: 962589919)
Vicki Rutt salary end December - £920 paid by SO
Vicki Rutt salary, backpay and expenses - £737.03 (UT ref: 98563400)
Lucy McConachie Play area inspection Nov - £40 (UT ref: 31896314)
Village Hall for hall hire - £40 (UT ref: 455708195)
Reimbursement to Clir Lunn for bus shelter annual weather proofing- £29.96 (UT ref: 462101546)
Village Hall hire for one extra meeting - £9.60 (UT ref: 824348360)
Mulberry and Co — Interim internal audit - £150.30 + VAT £30.06 (UT ref: 116166333)
Public Works Loan Board - £567.07 paid by DD
CRIME AND DISORDER ACT 1998 Section 17 — nothing raised.
DEFIBRILLATOR BATTERY - this had been checked on 5" December 2023.
ITEMS TO GO ON NEXT AGENDA:
Notice has been received regarding Presentation of pre-commencement conditions application to discharge con-
ditions to enable extant permission in a closed confidential session.
The meeting closed at 21:00 and moved to closed confidential session to discuss two items
Probation of Clerk and item 212 v.

Hadlow Down Parish Council Meeting Dates for 2024

All Tuesday’s to be held in the Committee Room of Hadlow Down Village Hall:

9™ January * 6™ February * 5™ March

19™ March — Parish Assembly (to be held in the Main Hall)

2" April  * 7™ May - Annual Meeting  * 4" June2™July * 6™ August

3" September * 1% October * 15™ October - Precept /finance meeting

5" November * 3™ December
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Were you frustrated by the lack of water
earlier in the year?

If so please attend the....

PUBLIC MEETING WITH SOUTH EAST WATER
Tuesday 30" January 2024 at 7pm in the
Hadlow Down Village Hall

All villagers are invited to a presentation and questions and

answers session with the Chief Executive of South East Water.
This is your opportunity to raise any concerns you may have over the
water shortages in your village and the surrounding area.

Any questions please contact the Clerk on
clerk@hadlowdown.org

Nus Ghani writes—Happy new year! | hope that you had a chance to relax and refresh over the festive period and
are ready to fully embrace 2024. Winter is a beautiful time in Wealden, especially with a bit of frost in the morning
making everything sparkle. However, in the shadows of all the socialising and festivities enjoyed in December, Jan-
uary can seem very different and bring feelings of isolation and loneliness, which can weigh heavily on our mental
health. It is often the simple steps such as a chat with a family member, friend or a neighbour that can make a
world of difference but, please know that there is further support available in all corners of Wealden and don’t be
afraid to reach out if you need it.

I’'m pleased to be working with several fantastic local charities, who provide support in a variety of ways, making an
enormous contribution to our communities and helping hundreds of Wealden residents along the way. To name
just a few, Wayfinder Woman is a female-run, volunteer-led charity operating in Wealden and across East Sussex,
which helps women build self-confidence and skill sets through free, grant-funded workshops, training, coaching,
online support and drop-in advice hub, which provides a safe space for women. Equally, MAYFACS are an amazing
resource, providing a huge range of support including activities for residents of all ages as well as help with
transport locally. In Wadhurst, the wonderful Carillon Cottage is an invaluable community hub, offering advice,
support and services for every age group and in Hailsham, the Wealden Citizens Advice team are a fantastic source
of free, confidential and impartial advice.

I’'m also pleased to be supporting the Mayfield and Uckfield Sheds, which are great projects offering a supportive
and creative opportunity to share skills to repair or upcycle items that can be re-used by the community, while
helping to tackle loneliness and isolation. Similarly, Crowborough’s Artytime, which is a not-for-profit community
group run by volunteers, brings arts and crafts to residents of all ages and abilities. | continue supporting its ex-
citing plans to create a new hub in the Jarvis Brook area, and | hope that we can see some more progress this year.
I’'m incredibly grateful for all the work that our charities and their volunteers are doing, and | look forward to con-
tinuing to support them in 2024.

Your Village magazine and Community Viewpoint


about:blank

Hadlow Down Village Magazine January 2024

STEPHEN WOODLEY
HEATING & PLUMBING LTD ﬂfﬂﬁiﬁﬁ"@ ‘

High quality heating solution
Full Central Heating Systems Installations - Gas, Oil, LPG
Hot Water Cylinder Replacements - Vented, Unvented
Under Floor Heating Bathroom Installation & Design
Boiler Breakdowns Chemical Power Flushing  Boiler Servicing
Landlord Gas Safety Checks

Plumbing Works - Radiators, Radiator Valves, Leaking taps/Replacement

All of our work is carried out to a high standard and is installed by qualified registered Gas Safe
Engineers.

Friendly advice on any of your requirements and free quotations. Contact: 01825 840961

Email: stephenwoodleyheating@yahoo.com  www.stephen-woodley-heating-plumbing.co.uk

Date for your diary

Horticultural Society AGM
March 15th 2024 @ 10-12 pm
Village Hall

VOUR HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY
NEEDS$ YOU !
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Homer at Normandy Landing A Robin by Mark Dury
1944 by Robert Spencer o _
Upon a frosty twig beside his nest he sat on high.

The ominous hiss and whine Below, a man casting grain to his chickens, he did spy.

gr]:c?g(eptlosion of shell He thought he’d take a closer look and with caution try

Did not deter his luck, . ;
The brave Angles and their Allies. When fortune smiled and granted that a pot of gold he’d
Defying the wrath struck.
Of death giving Zeus
They leapt from their crafts For, on seeing him, the man bent down and, stretching
Into the churning realm ;

out his hand,
Of Nereus .
And boldly waded Offered a golden pile of corn so succulent and grand,
Towards the shore The robin nearly snatched a grain, but prudence held its
Where the enemy was massed. sway,
Many invaders fell His natural fear of man prevailed, he swiftly flew away.

Their blood flooding out of its own flesh.
Still they pressed on,

Falling in increasing numbers Not giving up, the same again, the man reached out more

But still onward, onward corn,
In grim determination The robin just hopped to and fro, then, after feeling some-
Towards the might what torn,
Of the defending host. Fixing the man with his beady eye, threw caution through
The invisible carriers of death

) ; . the door,
Ripped into the invaders .
But still they pressed on Onto out held hand he made a dart, came back just then
Until their feet no more.
Felt the dry sand of the shore
Of the ancient land But, every day he now comes again, red chest thrust out
Of the Normans. so

proud,

On, on they raced To sit upon that friendly hand, both cheeky and unbowed
Now able to use 0 §| upon tha rlen. y .an , both cheeky and unbowed.
Their own fearsome weapons. A glimpse of trust twixt bird and man as nature meant to
The defenders looked on be,
In disbelief but did not falter, Momentary jewel I'll not forget, because that man was
Did not abandon their posts me
Like cowards. '
Invaders and defenders clashed (A true experience of the author)
Like mighty boulders
Colliding into each other, Mark Dury, one of our regular contributors, has asked to use his
The Gods looking on. ‘slot’ this month to encourage readers to advertise his new
Even they were unable charity website.
To predict where victory
Would settle Mark has set up the website, to which over the next 12 months
And who he is going to add some of his
would hold Fes m==man. | = poems. If you visit the site you are encouraged to contribute to
this land 4 i = i a variety of his chosen charities.
Tomorrow. Its Mark’s target to reach over 1 million ‘hits’ for the site over

that 12 month period.
So, please have a look at www.simplymypoems.co.uk

And don’t forget to SHARE.
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